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at 34,000, and stating that information pointed to a landing
being opposed, it went on to say that:

" The object of the expedition is to assist the Fleet to
force the Dardanelles by capturing the Kilid Bahr Plateau
and dominating the forts at the Narrows. The general
plan to achieve this object is:

1.  A bombardment of the Bulair Lines at daybreak,
followed by a feint of landing on the mainland north of
Xeros Islands, by the transport fleet of the Royal Naval
Division.

2.  Simultaneously with the above a bombardment of the
heights   commanding    the    beach  Gaba Tepe-Nibrunesi
Point;   accompanied by a landing of the Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps.

3.  Simultaneously with the above, a bombardment of
the southern end of the Peninsula;   accompanied  by a
landing of the 29th Division, in the neighbourhood of
Cape Helles.

4.  Simultaneously with the foregoing, the French will
make a demonstration in Besika Bay, in combination with
which a landing will be effected by a portion of the French
expeditionary force near Kum Kale."

During the next few days details of the landings were worked
out. The covering forces allocated to the various beaches, and
the first reinforcements, were to be transferred from the trans-
ports to battleships, cruisers, destroyers or fleet sweepers on
the afternoon, or during the night preceding the landing; and
carried in them to the vicinity of their objectives. Thence in
boats towed by steamboats or trawlers, manned by naval ratings,
to the beaches.

The landing arrangements of the ist Squadron at Helles
included the use of the Elver Clyde> a collier, which was to run
herself ashore on the beach to the westward of Sedd el Bahr.
With a thought of the wooden horse of Troy in his mind,
Captain Unwin of the Hussar had suggested using the River
Clyde as a means of rapidly reinforcing the first flight of boats,
and had begged to be given command of the ship, which was
most ingeniously prepared under his direction for the speedy
disembarkation of troops.